HARRINGTON AVIATION MUSEUMS

THE DROPZONE

V OLUME 2 I SSUE 1
M A R C H 2004

SPECIAL
POINTS
OF
INTEREST

ABSENT FRIENDS

HAMS Reports
A.G.M. 2004.

Bernard Tebbutt

Colin Colleyshaw

Welcome to the first issue of our newsletter for 2004.
We did not realise the dream of producing four issues last year, in fact only two
were completed so maybe this year we
had better not make any forecasts except to say that a more realistic figure
might be three issues per year depending on circumstances. As far as this issue is concerned, we would like to offer
our thanks to Ron Clarke and Clive Bassett for their Input and would like to remind you all to let us have any points of
interest, photographs or articles that you

Mario Lipira

think might be suitable for insertion in
future issues.
The beginning of the year, for us, was
dominated by the passing of Bernard
Tebbutt who founded the museum and
of Colin Colleyshaw who had been a
member and museum guide for some
four years. On the following pages we
offer our tribute to these two personalities who will be greatly missed. Mario
Lipira, who was a veteran of the 492nd
BG and a member of the Harrington
Aviation Museum Society, also passed
away during 2003

Obituary:
Colin Colleyshaw.
Bernard’s Story
A monument in
Belgium
Crafty tricks of war.
The Special Force Wing
SOE exhibition.

Bernard Tebbutt and Ron Clarke
in the Radio Room at the Museum 1999

Bernard with Carpetbaggers at the 1993 Reunion

Bernard Tebbutt, newspaper cutting 1993
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HAMS Annual General Meeting
Our first event of 2004 was the Annual General Meeting, held at the museum on Monday 23rd February with
a good attendance by members. Our Chairman, Ron
Clarke and Treasurer Roy Tebbutt reported on the previous year’s events:
The year had been overshadowed by the illness and
passing of the museum’s founder and benefactor Bernard Tebbutt. He bore his illness with great fortitude
and although he was often in pain he was cheerful and
optimistic until the end. He couldn’t have wished for
better support than that given by Vera who cared for
him throughout his illness and I’m sure you will all join
with me in expressing our deep sympathy in her great
loss
A minute's silence was then observed for Bernard
Tebbutt, Colin Colleyshaw and Mario Lipira

After a study of the visitor’s book it was clear that most
people came as a result of our road signs. It was significant that the ‘Flypast’ national visitor voucher
scheme brought very few people in.
Our web site is well visited and Roy is to be congratulated on his production and maintenance of this informative site.
Mention must also be made of Clive Bassett’s work in
the past year. He has upgraded his exhibition cases
and of course put his unique Welbike on display, which
has proved an eye catching exhibit.
Two editions of the Dropzone Newsletter were published last year and these were well worth the efforts of
all concerned in its production.

Vera and Roy hope that the museum will remain open
as a memorial to the enormous work and dedication
that Bernard put into the project

Museum entrance fees have remained the same as
when it opened in 1993. The charges for 2004 will be
unaltered due to previously arranged advertising but for
2005 it is proposed that a charge of £4 for adults and
£2 for children and Senior Citizen should be introduced.

Although visitor numbers were slightly down from 2002,
the year had been very successful. An archive and research centre had been established. Additional displays have been added and others upgraded and we
look forward to improving the museum in the coming
year.

As was said earlier, the year was overshadowed by the
loss of our founder and Society Secretary. As someone
once said “You can remember him and only that he’s
gone or you can cherish his memory and let it live on”.

It is now sixty-two years since the first bricks were laid
for the Operations Building that houses the museum
and although the building had generally stood up well,
the roof has now deteriorated and settlement damage
occurred at the south east corner of the building to the
extent that major renovation is now necessary.
The Disability Discrimination Act comes into force on
the 1st October 2004 and this will require us, amongst
other things, to provide disabled person toilets. The
toilet situation has been the subject of several visitor
comments in the past and the committee will need to
pursue this matter in the forthcoming year
Although the Military Vehicle weekend attracted a large
number of vehicles, the visitor numbers were rather
disappointing. A great deal of time, effort and expense
had gone into it and your committee feels that perhaps
something different should be tried during the forthcoming year, particularly with the 60th Anniversary of DDay.
Once again the canteen staff and those who manned
the stalls did a very good job, their efforts brought in
useful cash which is very much appreciated.

C Container with weapons from the Free World

THE DROPZONE

P AGE 3

Colin Colleyshaw
In this issue we record and regret the passing of two
museum stalwarts. The first was our founding father
Bernard Tebbutt who will be sorely missed by all.

He said that looking after and servicing the planes
made a welcome change for his chaps from hawking
things about!

We also recently lost a valued museum guide, Colin
Colleyshaw, who also died in January. Colin (who was
originally christened Eric) said, a few weeks before his
death that he had no regrets, he had led a full and active life and was prepared to meet his maker.

Whilst based at Harrington he met and married his wife
Gwen and they bought a house in Rothwell.

He enlisted in the RAF in 1941 and became an LAC
armourer. He served on various Bomber Command
airfields and was commissioned in 1944. After hostilities ceased he was appointed Commanding Officer of
Harrington airfield from where the American Carpetbagger Group had been withdrawn to the States. The base
had been chosen as a storage area for material and
equipment from the airfields in the area which were being handed back to their original owners. Colin recalled
that aircraft often landed on the old runways either by
mistake or when they were low on fuel.

He remained in the Service for some years and after
demob he had several jobs with local companies, finally
settling down as an inspector at Stewarts and Lloyds
steelworks at Corby where he worked until his retirement in 1989.
A few years ago he replied to an advert placed in a local paper for a guide at our museum and fulfilled the
post with the dedication he applied in his first Harrington posting! Visitors often remarked on his enthusiasm
for the job. In his last months his illness gradually got
more serious but he carried on until a series of heart
attacks finally claimed him.
We salute a dear friend and colleague.

Photograph of the staff taken outside the Museum at the end of the 2003 season. This was the last occasion that
Colin appeared at the Museum after working earlier in the day as a guide.
Seated L-R:
Standing L-R:

Brenda Mace, Vera Tebbutt, Colin Colleyshaw, Mary Clarke, Tom Reeves
Ray Heward, Gwyn Watts, Roy Tebbutt, Barbara Reeves, Ron Clarke, David Mace,
Barry Cooper, Graham West, Mo Watts
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How it all began
This is an abridged story of the beginning of Sunnyvale
Farm and the Carpetbagger Museum written some
years ago by Bernard himself. We present this as a tribute to Bernard.
Bud Brooks and myself had worked for a firm called
Pest Control Ltd of Cambridge carrying out weed and
insect control on farms since 1945. However when the
firm decided to close down Its local operation in the
early 1950s we formed a partnership, Tebbutt &
Brooks, and took over the job of crop spraying for the
area. Needing a depot we decided to rent some buildings at the RAF Harrington airfield.
We took over part of the Technical Site sometime about
1954 and operated from there crop spraying and general agricultural contracting. We also kept some pigs in
the former armoury Nissen hut. Then in the middle of
1958 the RAF notified us that we would have to vacate
as the airfield was being handed back to Merton College of Oxford and all buildings etc were to be sold by
auction in October, 1958
We asked the RAF if the admin site below us was also
being handed back and were advised that this had already been done. We were given the address of the
new owner and my partner and I decided to look over
this site as we passed by it every day. It was in two sections, the east side had a large brick building together
with two Nissen huts. On the west side were a number
of Nissen huts and a toilet block. It appeared that this
was the hospital site
On going round the brick building my partner and I got
separated and he eventually came out saying that there
were ghosts in there and that he would have nothing to
do with this site. I eventually got my agent to purchase
the site for a reasonable sum but Bud replied “well I
think I will leave the firm”. We agreed that if I paid all
the bills etc he would leave and this happened
The RAF agreed that the buildings I purchased on the
admin site could be left standing. After the sale I removed all our equipment from the field to the admin
site, at the time I still had some employees although
Bud had left. We sold all the pigs so that was not a
problem. Vera and I were still living at Clipston with our
two boys, Roy and Eric, and she was helping out
It took us three years to clear the site as it was very
overgrown. We already had an Agricultural Holding
Number given to us so we had to do market gardening,
growing strawberries, potatoes etc. Our application to
build two houses was turned down but consent was

Armoury Nissen Hut on the Technical Site

given to build one so I decided to build a large bungalow. This we started in 1960 and it took Vera and I five
years to build it at week-ends. We called the farm
'Sunnyvale’ and this was put on the map by the Ordnance Survey.
In 1986 Doug Walker came over from the USA as
President of the Carpetbagger Association. This was
the name of the American group that had flown from
here during World War 2. Doug was brought along to
me by John Hunt, a local farmer. Doug explained that
he had flown from Harrington as a dispatcher during the
war and he had come to see if it was possible to put up
a memorial to those who had not made it back home.
"Where can we put it?" Doug said. I suggested that a
suitable place would be on the airfield beside the road
where Bill Dillion used to park his aircraft. Bill had been
one of the pilots that he had flown with on missions.
Major Glover at Pytchley owned the land and permission was granted for a 99 year lease for the memorial
site
Doug with his wife Jacqueline and Ron Clarke, who had
taken over as Carpetbagger Rep, designed the memorial and it was erected in 1987 and dedicated on a very
wet Saturday in September. Prior to the dedication
ceremony members of the Association had a reunion at
Sunnyvale in the old administration building which was
not in the best of condition as it had been used as a
winter store for cattle and other things. After the reunion a banquet was held at the Royal Hotel in Kettering
to which Vera, Roy and myself attended.
After the banquet I was asked if they could have their
50 year reunion here at Sunnyvale. I agreed and in
1992 a small group of us renovated the Admin building,
refelting the roof, painting the walls and ceiling of the
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large operations room and three smaller office rooms
together with one for the NAAFI and alleyways. Taking
down unreliable air ducting, fitting sinks and units for a
canteen and rewiring all the electrics. We managed to
get this done for the reunion with people loaning us
many exhibits.

After that I decided to ask for planning permission
from Kettering Borough Council for a permanent
museum and this was granted. We formed the Harrington Aviation Museum Society to administer the
museum, this being granted Charitable status in
1997. From those early days the museum has
grown and has over the years become more professional and is now quite well known.

Station 179 Memorial
on the site of a aircraft dispersal at the side of the Harrington to Lamport road 1987

The main exhibition hall of the Carpetbagger Aviation Museum
in the Group Operations building during 1995
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A MONUMENT TO THE CREW OF B24 (S/N 42-40550)
AT AAIGEM-ASHAGE, BELGIUM
We have received some correspondence, together with
photographs, a drawing and newspaper cuttings regarding the crash of B24 ‘C for Charlie’ on May 29th, 1944
and this is our first opportunity to record this in our newsletter. Thanks are due to Mr. Dirk Vijverman of the Patriotic Association of HAALTERT-BELGIUM for sending all
this information which, unfortunately, is too lengthy for us
to reproduce in full in this issue. We will, however, be
retaining all the paperwork in the museum library. We
give below a precis of the happenings that led to the inauguration of the monument which makes interesting
reading
According to the pilot, Henry Wolcott, the American Liberator B24 ‘C for Charlie’ took off from Harrington for its
target in Belgium on the night of May 28th, 1944, just a
week before the invasion of Normandy. They arrived at
the drop zone at about 1 a.m. on May 29th. Belgian
sources state that at that time the plane was flying a secret mission named “Osric 53” dropping arms and material for the resistance in Henegouwen.

Henry, visited the monument and met Belgian officials
As a post-script, it is worth writing about some of
Henry Wolcott’s personal memories. He recalls “the
day we went down, there were 42 American and
English aircraft that did not return to base”. After two
months of hiding the Gestapo arrested Wolcott and
three others and they were sent to St. Gilles, a dank
ancient prison in Brussels where hunger and cold
took its toll. "Five men shared one cell. We were only
given bread to eat. We slept on straw," he said. The
memory of the month of imprisonment is still painful.
On September 3rd, 1944 Wolcott and his cellmates
were loaded on to a train by the Germans but the
resistance intervened in a number of ways and the
train was stopped only 10 miles outside of Brussels.
From there he was soon returned to England.

On this mission, however, there was no reception at the
target, so the plane headed back to Harrington. “Then at
approximately 1.30 a.m. we were attacked by a German
night fighter” said Wolcott. “Both starboard engines were
hit and the aircraft was on fire. Attempts to put out the
flames failed so I gave the order to bail out”. All the crew
members except Sgt. Richard Hawkins successfully
reached the ground. Hawkins was found near the place
where the aircraft lay on the ground, his parachute unopened. “Why he didn’t exit the aircraft as the rest of the
crew exited has been and always will be a mystery which
haunts me to this day” said Wolcott.
On that early morning in May, 1944 the downed airmen
were quickly gathered up by the Belgian resistance,
transported to a safe house, then into woods and then
separated and taken to different houses to hide. All eventually returned safely home with the help of the Belgian
Secret Army.
Recently a monument called ‘C for Charlie’ was built and
placed at a home near the site of the downed aircraft.
So, on Wednesday May 29th 2002 (the 58th anniversary
of the crash) Bea Tuttle and Sandi Boneso (widow and
daughter of Fred Tuttle, a crew member) together with
Wolcott, the only surviving crew member, were there to
see the unveiling of ‘C for Charlie’ in AAIGEM -ASHAGE,
the small village in Flanders where the B24 was downed.
Later, in August 2003, Jeffrey Wolcott, grandson of

The memorial to C for Charlie at
Aaigem-Ashage, Belgium
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The text beneath the picture, to commemorate the return of Henry Wolcott to Aaigem in 2001, states in English, Flemish and
French:
Almost fifty-seven years after his B-24D was downed at Aaigem, 1st Lt Henry W. Wolcott came back to meet the brave men
and women of the escape line and the resistance who saved him from immediate capture by the enemy.
This commemorative leaflet was designed by Marcel Dubois of Halle in Belgium

IDENTIFICATION PLEASE!
This button was found on the Hospital site at
Harrington. If anyone can identify the coat of
arms please let us know

End of an era—the last Thor missile leaves Harrington in 1963
on its way back to the USA
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Crafty Tricks of War
by Clive J. Bassett
Our Museum featured in the credits of the recently televised BBC2 series entitled “Crafty Tricks of War”. The six
episodes covered many aspects of reconstruction and
testing an array of wartime military inventions.
The programmes presenter, a recently retired Lieutenant
Colonel from the Royal Corps of Signals, Dick Strawbridge, drew on his technical and military knowledge to
uncover the blueprints and recently declassified documents to reconstruct and test a wide range of ingenious
engineering solutions developed during the war. Dick
Strawbridge has previously appeared on Television as
Team Captain on Channel 4’s “Scrapheap Challenge”
and its American equivalent “Junkyard Wars”.
Over a four-month period, based at the site of an old airfield at Pershore, Worcestershire, Dick Strawbridge,
along with his colleague, sculptor, Diarmud Byron O’Connor, reconstructed a wide range of gadgets for the series.
These included a Panjandrum- a Rocket Powered Bomb,
a Submersible Canoe- known as a Sleeping Beauty, a
Pigeon Parachute to drop Carrier Pigeons behind enemy
lines, an Assassination Lipstick Pistol, a Radar Resistant
boat, a Skyhook-used for the extraction of agents from

the field, a Mobile Radio Detector, Time Pencils and
many other extraordinary inventions.
We loaned to the BBC2 producers of the series a B2
Suitcase Transceiver, an SOE Jump Suit, Time Pencils, an array of MI9 Escape and Evasion Aids, Lapel
and Sleeve Daggers and our Admiralty pattern pedalpowered Generator.
The series met with mixed reception, some were critical of the “Boys Own” style and exuberance of the presenter also the programmes being too long, others
were far more favourable. Most certainly the programmes showed and demonstrated well many almost
unknown and unlikely contraptions invented during the
wartime.
The ingenuity and resourcefulness of the “Wheezers
and Dodgers”, units created from scientists, inventors,
engineers and academics, produced remarkable
achievements and results. Many of these proved to be
of great benefit in the progress, and ultimately, the
outcome of the war.

SOE Switch No 10 time pencils

A selection of American weapons that are displayed at the Museum

Display dedicated to the memory of Armond Hartzie,
radio operator with the 406th / 858th BS
which is now displayed in the museum
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The Special Force Wing
By Clive J. Bassett

A unique and little known insignia of the Second World
War is the Special Force Wing. It was in use for a short
period of time, less than two years.
At ME 65 Milton Hall, Peterborough, there were over 300
officers and enlisted men recruited and selected from various countries, America, England, France, Belgium and
Denmark, for the multi-National Jedburgh programme to
eventually comprise of 100 three man Teams, one Officer,
one National of the country of Operations, plus one W/T
Operator. The Teams were to liase with Resistance
Groups and organise, equip and instruct these Groups in
the use of Arms, Stores, to provide W/T communications
and when necessary, leadership.
They wore uniforms with a variety of insignias of their own
nation and it was determined by the Commanding Officer
at Milton Hall, Lt Col G.R.Musgrave, that they should have
a unifying badge or emblem. An open competition was
held, believed to be between April and May 1944 and various designs were submitted. The outright winner was former commercial artist Captain V.A.Gough of the Somerset
Light Infantry, later to become the leader of the ill-fated
Team JACOB. The result was the iconic and elegantly
simple design shown with this article. The Jedburghs at
Milton Hall were soon sporting their new Wings and photographs taken at the time illustrate this well.
To date however there seems to be no written period evidence to support the authorisation, manufacture and issue
of the S F Wing. Researchers have studied the recently
declassified Jedburgh related documentation at our Public
Records Office and there is no mention of this insignia, nor
does it appear in any official history either. No “Sealed
Pattern” of the insignia has been traced and this would
usually be expected for an authorised and approved insignia. Where it was originally manufactured is not known,
perhaps in London or nearby in Peterborough. All that exists, in written form, except for one document mentioned
later, regarding the history, development and use of the
Wing is post-war and in various correspondence from historians and those who were there at the time.
When participating in an official British training scheme a
qualification would result and this would appear in the AB
64 Pay Book, for example, the Parachute School at Ringway. On successful completion of the course authorisation
was given to wear the Parachute Jump Wing. In addition
an entry was made in the AB 64 of the date this was
achieved. Strictly speaking, the SF Wing cannot be entitled as being qualified or operational as Administration

Staff at SFHQ and Milton Hall also wore it and many
of them did not participate in Missions or Operations. The qualification to wear the SF Wing was
therefore not necessarily through having participated
in the extensive training scheme, or having attended
an approved course, but to be a part of the Jedburgh Special Force programme.
The Special Force Wing can clearly be identified as
the “Jedburgh Wing”, however it soon travelled to
other units and to organisations also connected with
Special Force activities. How this came about is unclear, but my belief is that it was via SFHQ (Special
Force Headquarters). The fact that some of their
staff were photographed wearing the Wing, at a
similar timescale to the Jedburghs themselves,
would support this view.
Within the space of a few months from the Jedburghs wearing the Wing they were being worn by
the OSS (Office of Strategic Services) French and
Norwegian Operational Groups based at Brockhall
in Northamptonshire. They used the same version
illustrated, however they also wore two slight variations in pattern. A personal theory of mine is that
American ex-Jedburgh, Major Bill Colby, leader of
Team BRUCE, later to became Officer Commanding
of the OSS Norwegian NORSO Group at Brockhall,
may have played a part in the issue of the SF Wing
to his OSS comrades. It could equally have been
through earlier visits to SFHQ by his predecessor,
Lieutenant Colonel Serge Obolensky.
Written period evidence that does prove a measure
of American official recognition of the SF Wing is
OSS Branch Order, No 71, from the OSS Chief SO
(Special Operations) Branch, issued and effective
the 28th October 1944, which states the following.
“Upon release from SO Branch, OSS, ETOUSA,
personnel will remove the SF (Special Force) Sleeve
Insignia”. (The same Order authorises the wearing
of the American Army Parachute Badge and prohibits the wearing of the British Parachute Wings). The
majority of the OSS OG’s who still wore these insignias when they returned to America, prior to reassignment, ignored this directive.

Continued on rear page
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The SF Wing was further worn by other Special Force Units operating under the control of Special Force Headquarters, the Americans of the Marine Corps (USMC) who
took part in the UNION Missions, the French speaking Poles who were recruited and
trained as Jedburgh-type Teams for Operation BARDSEA, some Canadian and British members of Force 136 and a few Uniformed SOE (Special Operations Executive)
Teams working in France.

Off Lamport Road
Harrington
Northampton
NN6 9PF

Apart from three patterns of SF Wing already mentioned there were certainly two
more. A version in Bullion and one other, often broach fastened, not sewn and used in
the Far East.

Phone: +44 (0) 1604 686608
Email: cbaggermuseum@aol.com

The Dropzone newsletter is edited by
John Harding and published by the
Harrington Aviation Museum Society. Any contributions for future editions should be sent to:
John Harding
Dropzone Editor
Carpetbagger Aviation Museum
Sunnyvale Farm
Lamport Road
Harrington
Northamptonshire
NN6 9PF

The Wing attracted attention and curiosity in the local hostelries nearby in Peterborough and elsewhere. When questioned as to what the SF stood for the reply seldom
given was Special Force, occasionally it was “Sans Femmes” or “Sexually Frustrated”!
The Wing was worn predominately in Europe, especially in France and in larger numbers by the American OSS than the British SOE and other Groups mentioned. Once
service had been competed in Europe many of the Americans went onto the CBI
(China-Burma-India), where the Wing was no longer worn and the British to Force
136 in the Far East where it continued to be worn by some of the ex-Jedburghs.
The SF Wing spread far from its birthplace and sight and purpose lost of its origin, a
unifying emblem or insignia for the Jedburghs at Milton Hall,

or email to
Cbaggermuseum@aol.com

We’re on the Web
www.
harringtonmuseum.
org.uk

Milton Hall

Stevenage Museum SOE Exhibition
On the 22nd January 2004 an exhibition entitled “Most Secret!” was opened by the
Mayor of Stevenage, Councillor Mrs Lillian Strange and Professor M.R.D. Foot, the
story of the Special Operations Executive at Stevenage Museum.
The exhibition runs until the later part of June this year and the displays and exhibits
cover a wide range of SOE activities. There are also excellent and informative visual
panels that explain the role and function of SOE, along with details of many SOE
Agents and personalities.
The location of Stevenage Museum is underneath St Andrew and St George’s Way,
Stevenage, SG1 1XX. It is just three minutes walk from the Town Centre; also there is
plenty of parking space in the public car parks on St George’s Way. Their telephone
Number is 01438 218881. The Museum has a website www.stevenage.gov.uk
A number of the exhibits shown in the exhibition are on temporary loan from a member of our Museum Society and have been used for our own displays and will be
again in future months.
Clive J. Bassett

