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                     Special Visits 2016 

On a sunny Sunday in August the South East Midlands branch of 
the Military Vehicle  Trust assembled on the museum car park. 

Mrs M. Snowden-Volk daughter of  
Lt. Snowden, Navigator 36th Bomb 
Squadron. 

More pictures and information page 2 

1st. Lt. Francis E. Snowden 
Completed 30 Carpetbagger 
Missions between 5 February 1944 
and 24 June 1944 as a member of 
the following crews from 36th BS: 
 
A.R. Smith      1 
Schreiner        1 
St Clair            1 
Moser              2 
Sanders           3 
Holzworth        4 
Harrison         18   



David Klinger, son  of Capt. 
Roscoe Klinger 850th /857th BS. 
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Donna Martinson, daughter of Cpl. S. Martinson 
850th/857th  BS Ground Crew.  (Sid is 3rd from left 
in the photo.)—> 

Capt. Roscoe Klinger served initially as Intelligence  
Officer 850th and 857th BS.  Then Assistant Intelligence 
Officer GP S2 Section. 
Later, became Assistant Adjutant then Adjutant 492nd 
Bomb Group. 

During his stay in England David was able to 
attend the annual Remembrance Service at 
the Cambridge American Cemetery and  
Memorial on the 30th May. 
 
The picture on the right shows David holding 
the wreath laid in tribute to the 801st/492nd 
Bomb Group alongside the Harrington mu-
seum representative Fred West. 
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Matt Morrow with is wife and daughter.  Matt presented the 
museum with a very interesting document that he has com-
piled from his father’s wartime diary.   
 
His father, Robert E. Morrow, served with the 852nd Engineer 
Aviation Battalion, one of the two battalions responsible for 
the construction of Harrington Air Base. 
 
An abbreviated version of his story is reproduced below. 

“From Geiger Field to Tempelhof” 
The World War II Journey of 

Robert E. Morrow 

 

 
 

 
   September 1942- The World War II experiences of Robert Morrow began when he was drafted 
into the Army, and was ordered to report to the 1229th Reception Center at Ft. Dix, NJ on 28 Au-
gust, 1942 just three days after his twenty-first birthday. After initial processing, he and 314 of his 
fellow inductees were loaded aboard trains and shipped out to report to a new unit that was just 
forming up at Geiger Field in Spokane, Washington. The 852nd Engineer Aviation Battalion (EAB) 
had been activated on 1 August at Geiger Field (now present day Spokane International Airport) 
but few personnel were assigned to this unit until 1 September when the first enlisted men began 
arriving. 

Cont. over  ——>> 
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   The trainload of men from Ft. Dix arrived on 2 September with Dad among them. After settling 
in, training began almost immediately. A 5 mile hike was conducted on 11 September 1942 only 
to be followed by 10 mile march on 18 September. On this march, the men were attacked by 
three Piper Cubs that dropped “Flour Bombs” (sacks of baking flour) on them to simulate an aerial 
assault.  

October 1942- On October 7 the unit undertook a 16 mile march where the unit would bivouac 
and learn how to construct a runway. They were again attacked by aircraft and flour bombed in 
route. On reaching the bivouac site, foxhole were dug and tents erected, etc. A light frost formed 
overnight but the weather remained clear. In addition to learning about runway construction, 
classes were given in basic training, and weapons drill including a .50 caliber machine gun drill. 
On 9 October the men marched back to Geiger Field. The balance of the month consisted of 
learning their jobs within the 852nd, physical training, weapons drill, etc. 

   November 1942- The actual business of construction began with the unit assigned to build ac-
cess roads and a warehouse at Spokane Army Air Depot in Galena, WA. These assignments 
would prepare them for the work they were intended to do, and help them get familiar with the 
equipment they would be using to accomplish it. On 26 November, the unit worked a shortened 
work schedule so that they could celebrate Thanksgiving Day. Meals were prepared in the com-
panies mess halls with all the trimmings. At about this time, Dad’s Military Occupation Specialty 
(MOS) was designated as Truck Driver, Light.     

   December 1942- As the weather turned colder, training and construction work was interrupted 
due to snow. As the 852nd had heavy equipment, they were tasked to help with snow removal op-
erations on the post. Construction outdoors was very uncomfortable, but road construction and 
erecting a portable hangar were among the tasks accomplished by the unit throughout the month. 
Weapons training, marches, and inspections were all part of the normal routine. On Christmas 
Day meals were prepared in each of the company messes for the men in their first Christmas 
away from home. 

January 1943- As the weather deteriorated, training and weapons practice continued unabated. 
On 3-5 January, the unit was responsible for erecting a hangar at Geiger Field despite the cold 
weather. 13 January saw the men training how to operate a 37mm Anti-Tank gun. All of the men 
went on a 12 mile march on 15 January, and on the 22nd of January all men were sent to the rifle 
range to fire their M1 rifles.  

 
                 37mm Anti-Tank Gun 

   February 1943- After only six months in the service, Dad was promoted to Tec 5 (Corporal) and 
his MOS changed from Truck Driver to Tool Room Keeper. His job would entail commandeering 
property for use by the unit, issuing receipts for said property, care and storage of tools and 
equipment, etc. As this position is not directly part of the three working companies (A, B, and C 
Company), it is my assumption that he was assigned to H&S Company (Headquarters and Sup-
ply) for the duration of his Army career. At the beginning of this month a measles outbreak oc-
curred that spread throughout the unit, and the Red Cross delivered 560 sweaters to the unit to 
ward off the cold. Training and marches continued through the month with the unit  receiving a 
Rock Crusher that everyone needed to become familiar with. Additionally, the unit received the 
first two M-2 Halftracks that it would receive. The unit was also ordered to begin the preparation 
for deployment overseas. 
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                       M-2 Half Track 

   April 1943- With the weather moderating, activity began to accelerate. Still assigned to Spokane 
AAD, the unit went on a 15 mile march and bivouac in pup tents overnight on 8-9 April. On 11 
April the unit received orders to prepare for movement to Camp Kilmer, NJ in preparation for as-
signment in England. On 13 April a 39 mile motor and foot march was undertaken as the last 
stateside march prior to deployment. On Wednesday and Thursday, April 21 and 22, two trains 
departed Galena, WA for Camp Kilmer, NJ. Easter Sunday (April 25) was celebrated in Maryland 
as the trains made their way across the country. The first train arrived at 02:30 on April 26 with 
the second train arriving at 09:45. The men had to march to the camp facilities from the New 
Brunswick train station upon arrival. An outbreak of mumps occurred in B Co. immediately after 
arriving and those exposed were quarantined. Between 27 and 30 April, the men drew clothing 
and equipment, received medical shots and dental examinations, and many were sent to the rifle 
range at Ft. Dix for more weapons training. Some of the men were lucky enough to receive 12 
hour passes on the 30th. 

   May 1943- On 1 May the battalion received notice that as of 16:00 they would be on alert for 
movement to the New York Port of Embarkation. A considerable number of visitors stopped by 
the camp on this day. The next day, guards were placed around the camp as there was great diffi-
culty in controlling all of the visitors. The battalion was ordered to move to the port at 07:30 on 3 
May. At the appointed time, the unit left Camp Kilmer and proceeded to 51st Street in Manhattan 
(not far from the present day USS Intrepid Museum) to board the RMS Queen Elizabeth. Loading 
of the 852nd was completed by 12:00, and the weather was clear.  

 
RMS Queen Elizabeth Cont. over  ——>> 
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    Loading of other units continued on May 4. The 852nd was assigned to operate several deck 
guns for the crossing, and also assigned duties in the mess hall. At 07:30 on May 5, the Queen 
Elizabeth departed for Gouroch, Scotland in clear weather. The crossing was uneventful, and the 
ship arrived on 11 May at 10:00. The men were put to work unloading equipment onto freight cars 
for journey to the first assignment which was to be RAF Harrington which was currently under 
construction by the 826th EAB. The train departed Gouroch, Scotland at 16:00 on 11 May and ar-
rived at Lamport on 12 May at 04:50. From there, members of the 826th provided escort to the fa-
cilities at Harrington in Northamptonshire. After inspecting the equipment, the unit commenced 
construction on various buildings in and around this airfield which was intended as a heavy 
bomber strip. On the 27th, a USO Show featuring Bob Hope and Francis Langford visited Harring-
ton for the entertainment of the men. On the 31st, the men were paid for the first time in English 
currency, which caused great confusion. 

 
         Layout of Harrington Airfield 

   June 1943- Rainy weather throughout the first half of June hampered construction activities, but 
a gradual clearing through the second half of the month allow things to pick back up. On June 4 
the air raid warning was sounded, but was a false alarm. Another USO show visited the base on 
20 June. 

   July 1943- On July 4, the Officers Club opened for the first time. The USO Show with Bob Hope 
made a second appearance at Harrington on 6 July. The 852nd formally took over construction of 
Harrington from the 826th on 15 July. On the 17th, the Enlisted Mans Club opened for the enter-
tainment of the men. On 22 July, another USO Show featuring Adolphe Menjou (actor) dropped 
by. Rain hampered construction for most of the month, but progress continued.  

   August 1943- On 2 August the 826th EAB pulled out of Harrington. Weather throughout August 
was rather good, and construction was progressing rapidly. Numerous classes were held through-
out the month, and weapons training continued without let up. On the 12th, all personnel had to 
qualify on the rifle range. At 01:00 on 12 August the air raid warning was sounded, but nothing of 
consequence happened. Aircraft ID class was held on the 18th. On 25 August, a motorized battal-
ion inspection was scheduled for Gen. Weaver and Col. Plank and their staff. More weapons 
training on the 26th was followed by a serious incident on the 27th. Sgt. Shannon of Co. A stole a 
British lorry while on pass and in a drunken state, struck and killed a man in a nearby town. Court 
Martial papers were filed after an investigation. On the 28th, training on recognition of German uni-
forms, equipment, and tactics was held. 
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   September 1943- Construction at Harrington progressing rapidly. On the 3rd, the unit had a night 
march and bivouac under clear skies. Advance elements of the RAF began moving in on the 4th. 
On Sept. 6, a Pfc. Pendleton of H&S Co. was shipped backed to the US for being underage. A Lt. 
Woodcock had an accident while handling explosives that cause the loss of his hand on 8 Sep-
tember. A medical detachment arrived to inspect to STD’s, and a bomb disposal class was held 
on 18 September. 

   October 1943- Working into the final stages of construction at Harrington. Additional items were 
added to the list including additional service roads and hardstands (aircraft parking spots). The 
new estimated completion date is 9 November. On 7 October a USO Show featuring Billy Gilbert 
put on a two hour show. At 21:00 hrs. an air-raid alert was issued, but nothing materialized. On 11 
October, most enlisted men returned to the rifle range. Work continued at a good clip as the 
weather has been good. The unit has been operating an asphalt plant in Polebroke and is assist-
ing with maintenance at other bases in Cheddington and Brampton Park. On 23 October one of 
the units 2 ½ ton trucks crashed into a bridge at Oundle, but nobody was hurt. On the 29th, the 
battalion returned to the rifle range, and the 30th saw an awards ceremony where American De-
fense Service Medals and Good Conduct Medals were awarded.    

   November 1943- On 1-5 November, the unit began to prepare for the turnover of Harrington to 
the RAF. Cleanup and policing of the grounds were done in preparation for the ceremony. On 6 
November a formal Turnover Ceremony was conducted. Gen. Ira Eaker (Commanding General, 
8th Air Force) and Air Chief Marshall Sir Arthur T. “Bomber” Harris were in attendance. On 14 No-
vember, the unit began collecting candy for a children’s Christmas party that the unit would spon-
sor for children in the nearby villages. On 16 November, men from H&S Co. were forced to relo-
cate from building they occupied as part of the RAF takeover of the base. On the 18th, there was a 
meeting in Kettering regarding their polluted water supply that was blamed on this unit. Thanks-
giving Day (November 25) the men worked a half day, and services were conducted at 14:14 fol-
lowed by dinner at 15:15. A USO Show was on base the following day. On the 27th, a Sgt. Shafto 
of C Co. was accidentally killed while operating the asphalt machine. Work was continuing on pro-
jects in and around the aerodrome, and the RAF continued to add additional items to the punch 
list. November 30 was payday. 

             Gen. Ira Eaker                                 Air Chief Marshall Harris 

   December 1943- On December 4, an exercise was conducted involving the anti-aircraft defense 
of Harrington. A simulated airborne assault was conducted and the men manned the anti-aircraft 
defenses. Construction continued, and various court martial offences were tried. On 11 December 
the first round of snow arrived and the ground froze. On 14 December, contact was made with the 
schools in the surrounding villages and it was estimated that there would be about 712 school 
children at the Christmas party.                                                                           Cont. over  ——>> 
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   December 18 was a training day, with half the day spent on construction and the other half on 
weapons training. It rained all day. On the 21st we received invitations for the men to visit private 
homes during the holidays. The 22nd saw preparations underway for the Children’s Christmas Party 
on the following day. Candy and cookies were distributed to the children in the surrounding villages 
with one of the enlisted men taking on the role of Santa. A USO Show (“USA Calling”) arrived on 
the 24th and put on a show in the battalion theater. A special convoy took the Catholic men to Ket-
tering for midnight mass on Christmas Eve. Christmas Day saw three hours of training in the morn-
ing with the rest of the day off. The American Red Cross Club Mobile came on base and distributed 
candy and gifts to the men. The weather was clear, and a wonderful dinner was prepared for the 
men. Later that evening, the men of H&S Co. and A Co. went to Leicester to throw a party for the 
orphaned children of that town. Weapons training was again conducted on the 27th, and on the 28th 
the first contingent of RAF Bombers began to arrive at the airfield. Weather was again clear on the 
30th as weapons training continued, and payday was the following day. 

   January 1944- New Year’s Day brought more weapons training in the morning, but the men were 
given the rest of the afternoon off. On the 6th of January A Co. held a party for the enlisted men. It 
was the first party for the enlisted on the base. Adverse weather took its toll throughout the month 
with rain, snow, and lots of mud hampering construction progress. Another USO Show “At Ease” 
arrived on the 11th. An RAF/USAAF Meeting was held on the 19th to affirm the remaining construc-
tion projects and nail down a final completion date, which is now set for mid-March. More weapons 
training was conducted on the 22nd (anti-tank gun) and the 27th (.50 cal. Machine gun). An ex-
change program was set up with the Royal Engineers, and the first rotation of men occurred on the 
30th. 

   February 1944- A night bridge construction problem was conducted on February 4. Maintenance 
of nearby bases also was keeping the men busy with several trips to nearby Molesworth to main-
tain facilities for the 303rd Bomb Group. A bomb disposal class was conducted on the 14th to the 
16th of February. A party was held in the battalion theater on the evening of the 16th. On the 18th, 
and inspection of the men’s living quarters was conducted in the rain/snow of that day. As of the 
19th all leaves and passes were cancelled until the airfield is completed. Working days were ex-
tended to 10 hrs. per day. Payday was on the 29th. 

   March 1944- Construction continuing at a frantic pace to try to be done by the 16th. On 4 March a 
small arms inspection team arrived to inspect all of the unit’s small arms. On the 5th, an accident 
occurred when a command car crashed into a stone railing on a bridge and fell into the creek be-
low. Two men were hurt. On the 10th, another USO show arrived for the entertainment of the men.  
Training on German Tank Identification occurred on the 11th. On 14 March, the RAF held a going 
away party for the officers of the unit, and the final RAF Acceptance inspection took place on the 
17th of March. In addition to construction activities at Harrington, the unit sent teams to Thorpe Ab-
botts, Grafton Underwood, Molesworth, and Brampton Park which were all heavy bomber bases of 
the 8th Air Force. With the completion of Harrington, the men of the unit returned to an 8 hour work-
day on the 18th. A Battalion Review was conducted on the 19th, and the men were congratulated for 
the completion of Harrington. On the 21st, the unit began preparations to move from RAF Harring-
ton to RAF Birch which was located north-east of London. Another USO Show arrived on 22 March, 
and H&S Co. held a party on 24 March. On 27 March, H&S Co. departed RAF Harrington and relo-
cated to Birch. By the 29th, all of the 852nd had been relocated to Birch. 

 

 

 

                 We now leave Robert  to continue on his journey to Tempelhof. 
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                The Construction Of Harrington Air Base 
 
The horizontal arrow points to the junction of the Rothwell—Lamport Road with the Broughton 
Road.  The vertical arrow points to the Foxhall Cottages. 
 
The tracks of the three runways are clearly shown and it would appear that preliminary clearing of 
the ground in front of the Foxhall Cottages had begun. This would eventually become a part of the 
perimeter track, with B-24 dispersal areas in front of the cottages. 
 
It has been claimed by local people that, during the construction of this section of perimeter track 
a dozer or a grader collided with the Foxhall Inn. The resulting damage was such that it was de-
cided to demolish this old pub that had once been a favourite ‘watering hole’ of the two Royal 
Princes—one who became briefly Edward VIII, and the other who became George VI. 
 
This was in the days when the Princes rode with the Pytchley Hunt. The Hunt stopped at the inn 
to have lunch and to change horses. 
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                            EDITORIAL 
 
It has been another successful year for the   
museum where we have entertained a total of 
2,269 visitors. 
 
In addition to those overseas visitors mentioned 
at the start of the newsletter, there has been a 
variety of other groups; some with a general in-
terest in WWII, others retired business men and 
women, and local history groups. 
 
The first group visit of the year was by members 
of the Milton Keynes Aviation Society and we 
ended the season with the children of Rothwell 
Junior School, spread over four days at the be-
ginning of November. We have also played host 
to motoring and motorcycle groups; The Tri-
umph Group, The Bentley Drivers Club, and the 
Brough Superior Owners Motorcycle Club who 
arrived on an amazing collection of more than 
20 vintage motorcycles. 
 
Five new members have joined the Museum 
Society this year: Steve Davis, Charles and 
Liam Edwards,  Donna and Stuart Desborough. 
 
Steve has recently retired after a career in the 
Fire Service and brings with him many useful 
skills. He is fully conversant with Health and 
Safety Procedures, so he was quickly co-opted 
on to the Museum Management Committee and 
given the Health and Safety portfolio. 
 
It has also been a good year for unexpected ac-
quisitions. In addition to hundreds of aviation/
war books and magazines donated by the chair-
man, Clive Bassett, we have received two very 
rare items. The first is an iron stove, in perfect 
condition, that once warmed the interior of a 
tent or hut at the main supply depot, Area H, at 
Holmewood Hall. The second, and even rarer 
item, is a trailer that once housed an array of 
electrical equipment on a Thor missile site.  The 
winter maintenance gang are now busy prepar-
ing a new concrete  hardstanding for this large 
metal box which will eventually be refurbished 
and then become the home of the Harrington 
Thor Missile Display. 
 
Bookings are already being received from vari-
ous groups for the 2017 season, so we are 
looking forward to another busy year. 
                                                                  FW 

NAME THAT YEAR QUIZ 
 
1  Prince Charles married Diana 
 
2  Brighton bombing of Margaret Thatcher’s hotel  
 
3  Shurgar was kidnapped 
 
4  Buddy Holly died in the plane crash 
 
5  The Beatles first single “love me do “ came out 
 
6  England won the World Cup 
 
7 The last National Servicemen were inducted 
 
8  John Major became the Prime minister 
 
9  Winston Churchill died 
 
10 Henry Cooper knocked down Cassius Clay in their 
first fight 
 
11 The Great Train Robbery took place 
 
12 Peter Sellers and Sophia Loren had a hit with 
“Goodness gracious me” 
 
13 Eastenders started on TV 
 
14 The third time Red Rum won the Grand National 
 
15 The Sound of Music film was in cinemas 
 
16 Harold McMillan said ”You’ve never had it so 
good” 
 
17 The Berlin wall came down 
 
18  Prince Charles was born 
 
19 The Black Adder series started on TV 
 
20 Donald Campbell died on Coniston Water 
 
21 Graham Hicks scored 405 runs in an innings 
 
22 John F Kennedy was assassinated 
 
23 The first Moon landing 
 
24 The last post office delivery on Christmas day 
 
25 Elvis Presley died 
 
 
Answers at the back—but no peeping now! 
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                   An Amazing Story From World War Two 
           
                                                        From CNN News 
    

The 21-year old American B-17 pilot glanced outside his cockpit and Froze.  He blinked hard and 
looked again, hoping it was just a mirage. But his Co-Pilot stared at the same horrible vision.  "My God, 
this is a nightmare," the Co-Pilot said.  

"He's going to destroy us," the Pilot agreed. 

The men were looking at a gray German Messerschmidt fighter hovering just three feet off their wingtip.  
It was five days before Christmas 1943, and the fighter had closed in on their crippled American B-17 
bomber for the kill. 

 
Brown's Crippled B‐17 Stalked by Stigler's ME‐109 

The B-17 Pilot, Charles Brown, was a 21-year-old West Virginia farm boy on his first combat mis-
sion.  His bomber had been shot to pieces by swarming fighters, and his plane was alone, strug-
gling to stay in the skies above Germany. Half his crew was wounded, and the tail gunner was 
dead, his blood frozen in icicles over the machine guns. 

But when Brown and his Co-Pilot, Spencer "Pinky" Luke, looked at the Fighter Pilot again, some-
thing odd happened. The German didn't pull the trigger.  

He stared back at the bomber in amazement and respect. Instead of pressing the attack, he nod-
ded at Brown and saluted. What happened next was one of the most remarkable acts of chivalry 
recorded during World War Il. 

 
Luftwaffe Major Franz Stigler  

Stigler pressed his hand over the rosary he kept in his flight jacket.  He eased his index finger off 
the trigger.  He couldn't shoot. It would be murder. 

                                                                                                                                                                          Cont. over  ——>> 
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Stigler wasn't just motivated by vengeance that day. He also lived by a code.  He could trace his 
Family's Ancestry to Knights in 16th Century Europe.  He had once studied to be a Priest.  A Ger-
man Pilot who spared the enemy, though, risked death in Nazi Germany. If someone reported 
him, he would be executed. 

Yet, Stigler could also hear the voice of his commanding officer, who once told him:  "You follow 
the rules of war for you -- not your enemy. You fight by rules to keep your humanity." 

Alone with the crippled bomber, Stigler changed his mission. He nodded at the American Pilot 
and began flying in formation so German anti-aircraft gunners on the ground wouldn't shoot down 
the slow-moving bomber. 

(The Luftwaffe had B-17's of its own, shot down and rebuilt for secret missions and training.)   

Stigler escorted the bomber over the North Sea and took one last look at the American Pilot.  
Then he saluted him, peeled his fighter away and returned to Germany. 

"Good luck," Stigler said to himself.  "You're in God's hands now..."  Franz Stigler didn't think the 
big B-17 could make it back to England and wondered for years what happened to the American 
Pilot and crew he encountered in combat. 

As he watched the German fighter peel away that December day, 2nd Lt. Charles Brown wasn't 
thinking of the philosophical connection between enemies.  He was thinking of survival.  He flew 
his crippled plane, filled with wounded, back to his base in England and landed with one of four 
engines knocked out, one failing and barely any fuel left.  After his bomber came to a stop, he 
leaned back in his chair and put a hand over a pocket Bible he kept in his flight jacket. Then he 
sat in silence. 

Brown flew more missions before the war ended. Life moved on.  He got married, had two daugh-
ters, supervised foreign aid for the U.S. State Department during the Vietnam War and eventually 
retired to Florida. 

Charles Brown, with his wife, Jackie (left), 
and Franz Stigler, with his wife, Hiya.  

Late in life, though, the encounter with the German Pilot began to gnaw at him.  He started having 
nightmares, but in his dream there would be no act of mercy.  He would awaken just before his 
bomber crashed. 

Brown took on a new mission.  He had to find that German Pilot.  Who was he?  Why did he save 
my life?  He scoured Military Archives in the U.S. and England.  He attended a Pilot's Reunion 
and shared his story.  He finally placed an ad in a German Newsletter for former Luftwaffe Pilots, 
retelling the story and asking if anyone knew the Pilot. 

On January 18, 1990, Brown received a letter. He opened it and read:   

"Dear Charles, All these years I wondered what happened to that B-17, did she make it home?  
Did her crew survive their wounds?  To hear of your survival has filled me with indescribable 
joy...". 
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It was from Stigler. 

He had had left Germany after the war and moved to Vancouver, British Columbia, in 1953.  He 
became a prosperous Businessman.  Now retired, Stigler told Brown that he would be in Florida 
come summer and "it sure would be nice to talk about our encounter."  

 Brown was so excited, though, that he couldn't wait to see Stigler.  He called Directory Assis-
tance for Vancouver and asked whether there was a number for a Franz Stigler.  He dialled the 
number, and Stigler picked up.  

"My God, it's you!"  Brown shouted as tears ran down his cheeks. 

Brown had to do more. He wrote a letter to Stigler in which he said: "To say THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU on behalf of my surviving crew members and their families appears 
totally inadequate." 

The two Pilots would meet again, but this time in person, in the lobby of a Florida hotel.  One of 
Brown's Friends was there to record the Summer Reunion.  Both men looked like retired busi-
nessmen: they were plump, sporting neat ties and formal shirts. They fell into each others arms 
and wept and laughed.  They talked about their encounter in a light, jovial tone. 

The mood then changed.  Someone asked Stigler what he thought about Brown.  Stigler sighed 
and his square jaw tightened.  He began to fight back tears before he said in heavily accented 
English: "I love you, Charlie." 

Stigler had lost his Brother, his Friends and his Country.  He was virtually exiled by his Country-
men after the war.  There were 28,000 Pilots who fought for the German Air Force. Only 1,200 
survived.      

The war cost him everything.  Charlie Brown was the only good thing that came out of World War 
II for Franz.  It was the one thing he could be proud of.  The meeting helped Brown as well, says 
his oldest daughter, Dawn Warner.  

They met as enemies but Franz Stigler, on left, and Charles Brown, ended up as fishing buddies. 

Brown and Stigler became pals. They would take fishing trips together. They would fly cross-
country to each other homes and take road trips together to share their story at schools and Vet-
eran's Reunions. Their Wives, Jackie Brown and Hiya Stigler, became Friends. 

Brown's Daughter says her Father would worry about Stigler's health and constantly check in on 
him. 

"It wasn't just for show," she says. "They really did feel for each other. They talked about once a 
week."  As his friendship with Stigler deepened, something else happened to her father, Warner 
says "The nightmares went away." 

Brown had written a letter of thanks to Stigler, but one day, he showed the extent of his gratitude.  
He organized a reunion of his surviving crew members’, along with their extended families.  He 
invited Stigler as a Guest of Honour. 

                                                                                                                                                           Cont. over  ——>> 



During the Reunion, a video was played showing all the faces of the people that now lived -- Children, 
Grandchildren, Relatives -- because of Stigler's act of Chivalry.  Stigler watched the film from his Seat 
of Honour. "Everybody was crying, not just him," Warner says. 

Stigler and Brown died within months of each other in 2008.  Stigler was 92, and Brown was 87.  They 
had started off as Enemies, became Friends, and then something more. 

After he died, Warner was searching through Brown's library when she came across a book on German 
fighter jets. Stigler had given the book to Brown. Both were country boys who loved to read about 
planes. 

Warner opened the book and saw an inscription Stigler had written to Brown:    

 In 1940, I lost my only brother as a night fighter. On the 20th of December,  4 days before Christmas, I 
had the chance to save a B-17 from her destruction, a plane so badly damaged, it was a wonder that 
she was still flying. 

The Pilot, Charlie Brown, is for me as precious as my Brother was.                                                                       

Thanks Charlie. 

Your Brother, Franz. 

 
 
Wild Flowers:   Guess  from these clues:- 
 

1        Lady and first woman MP 
2        Coloured ringer 
3        Colour and name 
4        Travelled in this to America 
5        Sweet product mum feeds 
6        Girl in space between hills 
7        “Proper” plus thorny flower 
8        Smartly dressed jungle king 
9        Liquid salad makings 
10      Bovine herb 
11      Frozen rain falls 
12      This name grows all over 
13      Used for remembrance 
14      Canine got up 
15      Moorland lass 
16      Prickly Scot 
17      Always remember 
18      Pretty cereal plant 
19      Dairy product container 

      20      Herders money pouch 
 
 
As before, answers are at the back. 
 
The Dates and the Wild Flower quiz were both kindly 
presented by Graham West. 

 
 
GREAT TRUTHS THAT ADULTS HAVE 
LEARNED: 
 

1) Raising teenagers is like nailing jelly to a 
tree. 
2) Wrinkles don't hurt. 
3) Families are like fudge...mostly sweet, with a 
few nuts. 
4) Today's mighty oak is just yesterday's nut 
that held its ground. 
5) Laughing is good exercise. It's like jogging 
on the inside. 
6) Middle age is when you choose your cereal 
for the fibre, not the toy. 
 
GREAT TRUTHS ABOUT GROWING OLD: 
1) Growing old is mandatory; growing up is op-
tional. 
2) Forget the health food. I need all the pre-
servatives I can get. 
3) When you fall down, you wonder what else 
you can do while you're down there. 
4) You're getting old when you get the same 
sensation from a rocking chair that you once 
got from a roller coaster.  
5) It's frustrating when you know all the an-
swers but nobody bothers to ask you the ques-
tions. 
6) Time may be a great healer, but it's a lousy 
beautician. 
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                                              Remembrance 2016 
 
On Sunday 13 November, members of HAMS and friends gathered at the Carpetbagger Memorial for 
the annual Remembrance Service.  Although there was rain earlier, by  the time the service com-
menced the sun was shining and continue to do so for the remainder of the day. 
 
The service was conducted by Mrs V. Clayton who gave a very moving address that reminded every-
one of the sacrifices made in defence of our freedom. 
 
After the service, many members and friends returned to the museum for light refreshments. 

The Chairman lays a wreath on behalf of 
the members of the museum society. 

Ron Clarke laid a wreath on behalf of the 
801st/492nd Bomb Group Association. 

Miss E. Thomas laid a wreath on behalf of 
Harrington Parish Council 

Good support from our members and 
friends. 

                   Mrs V. Clayton. 
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        Harrington Aviation Museum Society Christmas Dinner 2016 
 
On the evening of Monday 5th December, members, wives and friends of the museum society gath-
ered at the Bull’s Head, Arthingworth for the annual Christmas Dinner. 
 
The Chairman, Clive Bassett, welcomed everyone and thanked all who help to run the museum for 
their efforts throughout the year. Ron Clarke said Grace and then dinner was served promptly at 19.30. 
 
No gathering is complete without a raffle and Adrian Littlemore (he who runs the library and organises 
the summer barbeque) did a grand job of parting people from their cash in exchange for bits of paper 
with numbers on them. This turned out well for some people, who later were seen slinking away with 
arms full of prizes. 
 
Conviviality was the theme of the evening and everyone had a jolly good time. 

Well look at it my way, Mr Chairman…... Ah! Good—she’s finished…. 

Happy talk with the men—but, surely not fisticuffs 
with the ladies?  (Joan can’t look.) 

‘Oh! That was hilarious Ted….
or Betty?’ 
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Wer’e on the Web! 
www.

harringtonmuseum.
org.uk 

CARPETBAGGER  
AVIATION MUSEUM  

 
Off Lamport Road 

Harrington 
Northamptonshire 

NN6 9PF 
UK 

Phone: 01604 686608 
Email 

Enquiries@harringtonmuseum.org.uk 

NAME THE YEAR QUIZ   Answers 
 
1. 1981.  2. 1984.  3. 1983.  4. 1959.  5. 1962 . 6. 1966 . 7. 1960.  8. 
1990.  9. 1965 
          
10. 1963.  11. 1963.  12. 1960.  13. 1985.  14. 1977.  15. 1965 . 16. 
1957.  17. 1989   
  
18. 1948   19. 1983   20. 1967  21. 1988   22. 1963.   23. 1969.   24. 
1960.   25. 1977  
 
Wild Flowers          Answers 
1. Aster, 2. Bluebell, 3. Violet,  4 Mayflower, 5. Honeysuckle,  6. Lily of 
the Valley 
7. Primrose, 8. Dandelion, 9. Watercress, 10. Cow Parsley, 11. Snow-
drop 
12. Ivy , 13. Poppy, 14. Dog Rose, 15. Heather, 16. Thistle, 17. Forget-
me-not 
18. Cornflower, 19. Buttercup, 20. Shepherd’s Purse 

       Wishing you a Merry  
  Christmas and a Happy and  
      Prosperous New Year 

   The Harrington robin is watching you! 
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The summer barbeque took place on Saturday Au-
gust 20th. It was decided to have it a month earlier 
than last year in hope that the weather would be 
warmer.  It was—but it was also WETTER! 
 
This didn’t stop Adrian from serving up some tasty 
food that was consumed in the hastily reorganised 
Conference Room. There was a reasonably good 
turnout and we were joined by a number of our 
friends from Sywell. 
 
It would be nice however if a few more of our mem-
bers turned up for a free meal. 


