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352nd Special Operations Group USAF
In April 2014 the museum had a visit by a detachment from the
352nd Special Operations Group USAF that is based at Mildenhall.
They were led by their Commanding Officer, Colonel C. Ireland, and
after watching the video of Operation Carpetbagger and viewing the
exhibits they held a wreath laying ceremony at The Carpetbagger
Memorial.
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S P E C I A L P O I N TS
O F I N T E R ES T:
.Visit by members of the
352nd SOG USAF
WW1 Harrington Men
Collision over Stanwick
Lakes
Then and Now

Col. Ireland and the detachment saluting the laying of the
wreath.
This being April at Harrington, the ceremony had to be conducted
in the rain!
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Wreath Bearers
A1C Rachel Alexander of
the 100th Logistic Readiness Squadron (100
LRS).
2nd Lieutenant Michael J.
Temple of the 7th Special
Operations Squadron (7
SOS).
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Northamptonshire Airmen
RFC 1914—1918
Major

Edw ard

Corringham

"Mick"

Manock

VC DSO** MC* (24 May 1887 – 26 July 1918) was a British First World War flying ace. Mannock was born in Ireland,
but was of English and Scottish parentage.
He went to live in Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, in 1911
while working for the National Telephone Company, and
lodged with Mr and Mrs Eyles at 184 Mill Road. In 1915 he
gained a commission in the Royal Engineers and in 1916 applied for a transfer to the Royal Flying Corps.
Mannock completed his initial flying training at Hendon and
then moved to No. 19 Training Squadron at Hounslow. In
December 1916 he made a ‘forced landing’ at Wellingborough in order to spend Christmas with the Eyles family.
Lieutenant Mannock went into combat on the Western Front on the 1st of April 1917, his first assignment
being to 40 Squadron where he soon began to accumulate victories. He took on the highly hazardous task
of balloon bursting for his first aerial victory, and by dogged concentration on his gunnery skills, tallied 15
victories by the end of his first combat tour.
After two months back in England, he returned to France as a Flight Commander in the fledgling 74
Squadron where he amassed 36 more victories between 12 April and 17 June 1918. The stresses of combat began to tell on him and he became ill with a lingering case of influenza. When ordered home on leave
in June, he wept.

He returned with the rank of Major as Officer Commanding No. 85 Squadron in July 1918 and scored
nine more victories that month. Just days after warning fellow ace George McElroy about the deadly hazards of flying low into ground fire, Mannock did just that on 26 July 1918. His fighter plane was set on fire,
and he was killed in action.
He was one of the world's first theorists of aviation tactics, and was renowned for his prudent but aggressive leadership in the air. By the time he rose to command of 85 Squadron, his subordinates boasted that
he never lost a wingman.
Mannock won the Military Cross twice, was one of the rare three-time winners of the Distinguished Service
Order, and was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross. He is regarded as one of the greatest fighter
pilots of the First World War.
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Nineteen-year-old Lieutenant Albert C. Masters, Royal Flying
Corps.
Albert was the only son of Mr and Mrs C. Masters of Brook Street, Raunds,
Northamptonshire. He was denied the chance of achieving the fame and glory
of other young airmen when he was killed in a flying accident in Lincolnshire in
May 1918.
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Lieutenant William B. Rhodes Moorhouse, Royal Flying Corps.
Before learning to fly in 1911 William B. Moorhouse (the Rhodes was added when he inherited his Grandfathers estate) was an accomplished motor-cyclist and racing motorist,
living at Spratton Grange, Spratton, Northamptonshire. In October 1911 he became the
first person in the County to hold a pilots licence.
He then spent some time in America where he won a large amount of prize money and became the first person to fly under the Golden Gate bridge at San Francisco.
At the outbreak of World War One, he enlisted in the Royal Flying Corps and in March
1915 was posted to France, joining No. 2 Squadron. Returning to his squadron after successfully bombing a railway station on the 26th of April, he was seriously wounded by
ground fire. In spite of his injuries, he managed to get back to his base and insisted on
making his report before receiving medical attention. The following day he died from his
injuries. He was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross, thus becoming the first airman
to receive that honour.
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HARRINGTON MEN WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES DURING
THE GREAT WAR

This Commemorative Plaque hangs in
Harrington Parish Church

P AGE 7

The Roll Of Honour and Duty
also hangs in
Harrington Parish Church
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A Banner in Harrington Parish Church
The banner depicts some of the changes that took place in Harrington over the period
1937 to 1987. The Foxhall Pub was, unfortunately, demolished during the construction
of the airfield.
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A New Kneeler
Two Harrington ladies, Mrs Betty West and Mrs Ann Dennis-Jones, have made a new
kneeler for Harrington Parish Church. Betty designed the kneeler and completed the embroidery, but Ann had first to draw the picture. Ann was also responsible for the final filling and stitching . The opposite side reads: 1944.
The picture is of a B-24 bomber, illuminated by the moon (top left), returning from a Carpetbagger Mission. The aircraft is just crossing the French coast to start the final leg of
the journey to England across the North Sea.
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EDITORIAL
As the year 2014 draws to a close we can look
back on the many events that have taken place in
commemoration of the start of the Great War in
1914.
In the museum there is a display featuring the
men of Harrington alongside others who lived in the
County of Northamptonshire. They served their
country and in some cases, sacrificed their lives in
that conflict.
One might expect our present generation of political leaders to have learned something about the
horror of war by now, but that doesn’t appear to be
the case. Now they start wars for purely political
reasons, wars that kill and maim hundreds of young
people. The survivors are then cast aside and left
for various charities to care for.

or otherwise, of further involvement in the war with
ISIS. At the moment a small force of thirty year old
fighter-bombers that require constant maintenance
are providing two or three aircraft a day to carry
out as many sorties as possible.
It has just been revealed that Britain has no
maritime patrol aircraft since the scrapping of the
then new Nimrods in 2010. So Britain has recently
had to request assistance from ‘allied forces’ in
tracking Russian submarines. Aircraft will be
based at RAF Lossiemouth for a limited period.
Meanwhile, back in Britain the Archbishop of
Canterbury wants tax payers to fund more Food
Banks to feed the starving people, (this in a country with an obesity problem) while our political
leaders spend about twelve billion pounds a year
on overseas aid! (Hence, 30 year-old aircraft.)

Modern wars take place mainly in the Middle
East so the British people don’t have the involvement they had in the first and second world wars.
They see only carefully edited newsreels that leave
them completely detached.

What my father and others of his generation
who survived two World Wars would make of all
this I can only guess. But I know that he would
have been spluttering and very red in the face.

Now that our service personnel have been withdrawn from Iraq and Afghanistan, I expect that our
brave politicians are weighing up the advantages,

And on that note I will wish all our readers a
Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous
FW
New Year.

BOMBER QUIZ

FIGHTER QUIZ

Compiled by Graham West

Compiled by Graham West

From these clues, can you identify the name of the
WW II aircraft?

So, which WW II fighters are represented?

1. Medium sized American general
2. A.V.Roe’s famous bomber
3. American Mid States transport
4. New York river
5. A Scottish castle
6. 2 Engined bomber from Coventry area
7. Northern town
8. Many guns stronghold
9. Flying suitcase bomber
10. New Zealand city
11. High wing freedom plane
12. Port in U.S.A.
13. 2 Engined transport nicknamed “the whale”
14. Rainy northern city
15. Short take-off S.O.E. taxi

The answers are at the back, but no cheating!

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

A wind storm
Expectorate heat
A wild horse
Precedes thunder
Causes a sting
A form of lightning
Gull winged pirate
Feral feline
Would beach defences stop these?
U.S.A. college
A violent Pacific storm
“Spinning air” fighter
A shooting star
Dive bombing seagull
A dandy pugilist
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VISITORS

Lt A.U. Ziringer, Pilot 850th/856th/857th BS

On Saturday 9th August we were pleased to welcome Jack and Libby McDonald who spent the day
at the museum after travelling up from London where
they were enjoying their first UK holiday.

While on holiday in Britain, Fred Ziringer, the son of
Lt A.U. Ziringer, came to the museum to donate his father’s war medals and flying coveralls to the collections.

Jack, a retired Professor of English, is the nephew
of Clyde H, Schultz who was copilot to Charles R.
Kline. All members of the Kline crew were killed
when their aircraft was shot down over France on
the night of 4th/5th July 1944.

Lt Ziringer visited Harrington in 1987 to attend the
unveiling of the Carpetbagger Memorial. In the picture
below, he just manages to squeeze in on the right of
the scene.

Pieces of the aircraft were recovered and are now
on display in the museum. Included is the control
wheel believed to be that operated by Clyde Schultz.
On the 12th August, Roy Tebbutt received the following letter from Jack.
‘Dear Roy,
Our visit to the Harrington Aviation Museum last Saturday was absolutely lovely. Mr West gave us a detailed, fascinating tour and then drove us to the Memorial before dropping us off at the Kettering rail station. Ted provided us with the benefit of his extraordinary knowledge of the B-24. In fact we met all of
the volunteers present, and every one of them went
out of his/her way to make us feel welcome
and comfortable, as well as to help us understand
the conditions of my Uncle Clyde Schultz's last
month of life. We have never met a more knowledgeable and dedicated group of folks. This turned out to
be a unique life experience for us, and we are most
grateful.’
‘But of course the most deeply moving part of the
day was seeing the pieces from the wreckage of the
Kline Crew's airplane, including what I believe to be
the very control wheel to which Uncle Clyde probably
clung in the last seconds of his life. I have communicated with my cousins, who are excited by my description of our Saturday visit, and I am planning to
write an article for Mr West's consideration as Editor
of the Museum's newsletter.’

Lt. Ziringer

The Presentation
Jack and Libby at the Carpetbagger Memorial

L-R. Adrian, Keith, Fred, and Ron
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Aircraft collision over Stanwick Lakes
By John Abbott

When we think of Stanwick Lakes today most of us value its natural beauty; the birds, animals, the trees and
flowers and, of course, the lakes. But the Heritage Trail is a great reminder that the site has always been a centre
of human activity, a reminder that for many thousands of years men, women and children have lived, worked and
played exactly where we walk and play today.
But it also made me realise that I knew more about the ancient history of the Lakes than I did about more recent
events. I’ve been aware that there are things within living memory of which I know nothing except that “they happened”. In particular I became interested in a World War II incident involving an aircraft crash at Stanwick Lakes
which several locals have mentioned over the last few years. So I’ve gathered together as much information as I
could about the event; it’s not new but it may be the first time it’s all been brought together.

As World War II progressed local people were well used to aircraft activity over and around the area. There
were many USAAF and RAF airfields in Northamptonshire and the surrounding counties. Bombing raids typically
involved multiple squadrons of aircraft from different airfields that had to assemble in the air prior to setting off for
their targets in Europe. But the morning of 22nd February 1944 was very different, shattered by the mid air collision of two B17 Flying Fortress aircraft. One aircraft was from 303rd Bombardment Group based at Molesworth,
the other from 384th Bombardment Group based at Grafton Underwood. They were assembling over what is now
Stanwick Lakes for a bombing raid on a Junkers aircraft factory in Ascherleben, Germany.

At that time, most night bombing missions were undertaken by the RAF, and most daylight raids by the USAAF.
The collision cut one of the aircraft more or less in half and both aircraft crashed. One man from the 303rd BG aircraft managed to parachute to safety, and two men, the bombardier and the navigator, survived from the 384th
Grafton Underwood crew. In all 18 crewmen died from the two aircraft. Debris from the collision was widely
spread over what is now Stanwick Lakes.

Pat Houghton from Irthlingborough, a schoolboy at the time, vividly remembers the explosion, which really
shook his school a mile or so away. He says that aircraft over the town were a routine sight but the explosion arising from this collision was enormous. He also recalls lots of activity over the site that evening and night as USAAF
personnel went through the retrieval process, and lots of interest from locals. Children being children, souvenirs
were widely sought; particularly pieces of Plexiglas, the new plastic from which cockpits and gun turrets were
made.

Thousands of US airmen died flying from nearby bases. Chelveston for example, home of the 305th BG is just a
couple of miles away. This particular tragic accident may be just a small part of that much bigger story but this
event and these brave men are also a part of our heritage and our history and deserve to be honoured and remembered by us all.

To locate Stanwick Lakes, paste this link in your browser.

http://goo.gl/oAXVWR
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Then and now

1st Lt. Fred Griffith

Fred 2014

Curtice B. Fry

Curtice 2014
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Then and now

Bill Becker, new recruit

Staff Sgt Robert E. Holmstrom

Bill Becker, old soldier
receiving the French Legion of
Honour award

Robert 2014
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Wit and Wisdom?
Are you confused by what is going
on in the Middle East? Let me ex-

In my many years I have come to a conclusion that
one useless man is a shame, two is a law firm and
three or more is a government.
John Adams

plain.
We support the Iraqi government in
the fight against ISIS.
We don’t like ISIS, but ISIS is supported by Saudi Arabia who we do
like.
We don’t like Assad in Syria. We
support the fight against him, but
ISIS is also fighting against him.
We don’t like Iran, but Iran supports
the Iraqi government in its fight
against ISIS.
So some of our friends support our

If you don't read the newspaper you are uninformed, if you do read the newspaper you are misinformed.
Mark Twain
Suppose you were an idiot. And suppose you were
a member of government. But then I repeat myself.
Mark Twain
I contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into
prosperity is like a man standing in a bucket and
trying to lift himself up by the handle.
Winston Churchill
A government which robs Peter to pay Paul can
always depend on the support of Paul.
George Bernard Shaw
Foreign aid might be defined as a transfer of
money from poor people in rich countries to rich
people in poor countries.
Douglas Casey, Classmate of Bill Clinton at
Georgetown University

enemies, some enemies are now
our friends, and some of our enemies are fighting against our other
enemies, who we want to lose, but
we don’t want our enemies who are
fighting our enemies to win.
If the people we want to defeat are
defeated, they could be replaced by
people we like even less.
And all this was started by us invading a country to drive out terrorists

Giving money and power to government is like giving whiskey and car keys to teenage boys.
P.J. O'Rourke, Civil Libertarian
Government is the great fiction, through which everybody endeavours to live at the expense of everybody else.
Frederic Bastiat, French economist(1801-1850)
I don't make jokes. I just watch the government
and report the facts.
Will Rogers
If you think health care is expensive now, wait until
you see what it costs when it's free!
P.J. O'Rourke

went in to drive them out.

In general, the art of government consists of taking
as much money as possible from one party of the
citizens to give to the other.
Voltaire (1764)

It's quite simple, really.

Just because you do not take an interest in politics
doesn't mean politics won't take an interest in you!
Pericles (430 B.C.)

who were not actually there until we

Do you understand now?

No man's life, liberty, or property is safe while the
legislature is in session.
Mark Twain (1866)
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HAMS Christmas Dinner 2014
The dinner was held on Monday December 1st at the Bulls Head, Arthingworth and was quite well attended.
The Chairman, Ron Clarke, gave the address and later presented Mrs Vera Tebbutt with a bouquet of flowers.
A few lucky people went home clutching their raffle prizes, and others with the spare mince pies and cheese.

Before…….

Ah! there’s one - being admired

Full and content

..….and after— where are the hats?

Waiting for the Rennies - perhaps?

‘I shouldn’t have eaten that last sprout’
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And there’s more

His halo’s slipped a bit

‘I know something you don’t know’

Remembrance Sunday
Once again the Service of Remembrance took place in bright sunshine in spite of early morning drizzle.
The service was conducted by Mrs V. Clayton and her address was much appreciated. The service was well
supported by members of the local community and later, light refreshments were served in the museum canteen.
Wreaths were laid on behalf of the 801st/492nd Bomb Group Association, and Harrington Aviation Museum.
Councillor Ms. E. Thomas laid a wreath on behalf of Harrington Parish Council.

Roy Tebbutt laying the 492nd BG wreath

Ms E. Thomas laying the Parish Council wreath

F. West after laying the museum’s wreath

After the service time to chat

Remembrance pictures kindly provided by Ms M. Collins of Harrington

HARRINGTON AVIATION MUSEUMS
Off Lamport Road
Harrington
Northamptonshire
NN6 9PF

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and
a Happy and Prosperous New Year

Phone: 01604 686608

Email: cbaggermuseum@aol.com

Wer’e on the Web!
www.
harringtonmuseum.
org.uk
News flashes:
Due to a water shortage in Ireland, Dublin swimming baths have announced they are closing lanes 7 and 8.
I got a letter from Screw Fix Direct thanking me for my interest, but
explaining they were not a dating agency.
Got stopped in the street outside a shop selling cosmetics today by a
woman with a clipboard asking me what products I use for grooming. She
was a bit taken aback when I replied, "Facebook".
When I was a kid people used to cover me in chocolate and cream and
put a cherry on my head. Yeah, life was tough in the gateau.

BOMBER QUIZ

FIGHTER QUIZ

Answers
1 Mitchell, 2 Lancaster, 3 Dakota, 4 Hudson, 5 Stirling,
6 Whitley, 7 Halifax, 8 Fortress,
9 Hampden , 10 Wellington,
11 Liberator, 12 Boston,
13 Commando, 14 Manchester,
15 Lysander.

Answers
1.Hurricane, 2 Spitfire, 3 Mustang,
4 Lightning, 5 Mosquito, 6 Thunderbolt 7.Corsair, 8 Wild Cat, 9 Invader,
10 Harvard, 11 Typhoon, 12 Whirl
wind, 13 Meteor, 14 Skua,
15 Beaufighter

