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In DZ Vol. 5, Issue 3, of October 2007, we published a short account of the assassination of
Reinard Heydrich, Nazi ‘Reichsprotektor’ of Bohemia-Moravia, in an operation code named Operation Anthropoid. There now follows a much
more detailed account.
By Ron Clayton
On the morning of 27th May 1942, Reinard Heydrich,
Nazi ‘Reichsprotektor’ of Bohemia-Moravia, left the
stately chateau at Panenské Břežany that had become his
home, got into a chauffer driven Mercedes staff car and
set off to his HQ at Prague Castle. As events transpired
this would be the last time he would make the journey;
waiting for him along the route were SOE trained commandos of the Free Czech Army.
As Heydrich’s car approached the tram stop on
Kirchmayer Street and slowed down to take the hairpin
bend, Jozef Gabčík casually stepped off the pavement,
produced a Sten gun from beneath his long raincoat, and
levelling it at the car’s occupants, pulled the trigger. It
was at this crucial moment that the Sten malfunctioned
and ‘Operation Anthropoid’ very nearly ended in failure.
The would-be assassin threw the weapon aside and fled
the scene leaving his accomplice, Jan Kubiš, to toss a
grenade that exploded beside the car, mortally wounding
Heydrich.
The rest, as they say, ‘is history’. Heydrich died of his
wounds eight days later, and after being betrayed and
hunted down, seven of the Anthropoid team, including
both Gabčík and Kubiš, died in the besieged crypt of the
church of Saints Cyril and Methodius. Although the operation had been successful, the Nazis exacted a terrible
revenge for the assassination of the de facto dictator of
occupied Czechoslovakia.
Many of you may be familiar with Operation Anthropoid from its portrayal in the 1975 film Operation Daybreak, where, for once, the cinema portrays history with a
reasonable degree of accuracy, right down to the crucial
moment when Gabčík (played by Anthony Andrews)
fails in his attempt to shoot Heydrich.
Most accounts of the assassination suggest that Gabčík’s Sten gun either jammed or misfired. Personally, my
money had always been on the mechanism jamming, or it
was until earlier this year when I discovered that the actual Sten used in the attack is now in the possession of
the MoD. My interest was piqued, might the weapon still
hold clues as to what really happened on that spring
morning seventy years ago?
Further digging was followed by a phone call to the
Infantry & Small Arms School Corps Weapons Collection
at Warminster, during which I was cautiously informed
that the collection does house what is ‘believed’ to be
Gabčík’s Sten.
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The phone call was followed a week later by a long,
but worthwhile drive down to Wiltshire. Once past gate
security at the Land Warfare Centre, I found myself in
amongst one of the finest and fascinating collections of
small-arms I’ve ever seen. And hanging innocuously on
the wall amongst an array of sub-machine guns was a
MkII silenced Sten fitted with a curious skeleton pistol
grip. The gun has obviously been refurbished at some
time. Nevertheless I was reliably informed that although
it could not be proven 100%, this was almost certainly
the weapon used by Jozef Gabčík in 1942.
The gun is fitted with what I’ve since been told is a
British Army type silencer, not, as would be expected, an
SOE type silencer. This poses problems for the gun’s
provenance, because all the evidence suggests the Czechs
were equipped and trained by the SOE. But it was the
case that the Czechs underwent firearms training with the
Scots Guards. So did the army also provide some of the
weaponry?
Whatever the case, it was explained that the Sten had
come into the possession of the MoD after the fall of
Communism, having been found in the archives of the
state security service where it had evidently been since
the departure of the Gestapo in 1945.
So, what really happened to the Sten, jam or misfire? In
fact it was neither. It is fairly common knowledge that
the stock of a Sten gun is detachable (they were designed
to be easily disassembled for maintenance and concealment). It is also commonly believed that the Sten gun
cannot be fired without the stock fitted. This is not entirely true. As impractical and inadvisable as it may be, it
can be done. However, the problem is, if the stock is not
fitted all that remains to hold the return spring in place
are two small lugs on the cap that fits over the spring’s
housing cup.
In order to shorten the gun and conceal it beneath his
coat Gabčík had not fitted the stock, and it was this fact
that ultimately led to the malfunction. It also appears that
he used the weapon fully auto (which is possible, but owing to the tendency for the gun to overheat they were normally fired single shot or in short bursts) so when it was
fired the successive recoil blew out the end cap and
spring - as shown in the photograph - rendering the gun
useless. There were reportedly photos found in Gestapo
files showing the discarded gun in this condition.
But (unlike in the film) he did manage to get at least
one shot off before he had to make a fast exit from the
scene, pursued by Heydrich’s driver.
It was at this point that his accomplice, Jan Kubiš,
lobbed what has been described as a ‘modified No 73 grenade’ at the car. The explosion blew a large hole in the
vehicle’s rear wing, severely injuring its occupant.
Heydrich collapsed in agony at the scene and was taken
to the nearby Bulovka Hospital, where he underwent
Cont. on page 3
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emergency surgery, including removal of the spleen. In
the days that followed his condition seemed to be improving, but while eating a meal on the afternoon of June
3rd he collapsed and went into a coma, dying the following morning without regaining consciousness.
A subsequent post mortem examination gave the cause
of death as septicaemia, in layman’s terms, blood poisoning, thought to have been caused by horse hairs from the
car’s upholstery entering the blood stream.
This theory has been generally accepted. However, enter into the story one Paul Gordon Fildes, OBE FRS (and
in later life, Sir), a microbiologist who worked on the development of biological weapons at Porton Down research centre during WWII. In the 1982 book ‘A higher
form of killing’ (Robert Harris and Jeremy Paxman),
Fildes asserted that he had provided the Czechs with specially modified No.73 Grenades filled with Botulinum
toxin (the most potent neurotoxin known), claiming that
the death of Heydrich was "the first notch on my pistol."
Needless to say, Fildes’s claims are difficult to verify.
Two of the original six grenades used by the Anthropoid team do in fact still survive and are kept by the Military History Institute in Prague.

It will probably never be known for certain, but if
Fildes assertions are true, to paraphrase the last lines of
the 1933 movie, ‘King Kong’: ‘It wasn’t the complications that got him; it was Botulism that killed the beast’
And mention of the movies brings us to the silver
screen’s version of Operation Anthropoid, Operation
Daybreak. As mentioned previously, the film is a reasonably fair representation of the facts. However, there
are inaccuracies and instances of artistic licence:
Jan Kubiš (played by the American actor Timothy Bottoms) throws what appears to be a bog standard US
MkII ’pineapple’ at the staff car, not a No 73 grenade.
It is true that when finally besieged in the church, several of the Anthropoid team did take their own lives to
evade capture. However, Gabcik and Kubis did not
shoot themselves in the manner portrayed in the film. In
fact Gabcik was taken alive but died of his wounds.
In the film the Czech’s are betrayed by one of their
comrades, Carel Kurda (played by Martin Shaw) following his torture by the Gestapo. It is true that Kurda
turned traitor, but he did it solely for money. Another
member of the team, Vilem Gerik, also betrayed his former comrades. The real Kurda went on to work for the
Gestapo, but was tried by the Czech government after
the war and hanged.
Heydrich is played by the German born actor, Anton
Differing. Although he left Germany in the late 1930’s ,
Differing seems to have made a comfortable living out
of the Third Reich, having played German officers in
numerous War films from the 50’s to the 80’s, including: Albert RN (1953), The Colditz Story (1955), The
Heroes of Telemark (1965), Where Eagles Dare (1968)
Escape to Victory (1981) and many others.
Finally a little bit about the Small Arms School’s collection itself. Visits to the museum are by appointment
only (details on their website: www.infantry-weapons.
org/collection.htm), but it is well worth the trouble, and
the long drive to Warminster.

One of the grenades used by
the Anthropoid team (Czech
State Archives

Standard British Army
No.73 High Explosive
Grenade, 1942. Weight
4lb. (1.8kg approx.)

Although the above photograph (trawled from the internet) is poor, it can be seen that they do appear to be No
73 grenades that have been ‘modified’. But did they, or at
least the one thrown at Heydrich, carry toxins?
It’s possible, but far from certain. Notwithstanding the
fact that the grenades pictured have been handled and
examined without any noted adverse effects, and there
are other problems with Fildes’s claims. Kubiš, himself
was slightly wounded by the grenade, as was a bystander,
and both seem to have showed no signs of Botulin poisoning.

Among the many fascinating exhibits is the prototype
Sten gun, handmade by its designer, Harold Turpin, at
the Philips Radio works, Perivale, during December
1940. Turpin is accredited with designing the Sten
alongside Major R V Shepherd, hence the S and T in the
gun’s name. And the EN that follows stands for Enfield - doesn’t it? Well not according to the collections
chief curator, Captain Peter Laidler (retired), who told
me that the EN actually stands for England. Apparently
this is what Shepherd himself once said. I will have to
defer to Mr Laidler’s expertise in these things, but, it is
a fact that Turpin was the senior draughtsman at the
Royal Small Arms Factory, Enfield at the time.
Photographs taken at SASC Collection were by kind permission and courtesy of the MoD.
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The MkIIS Sten, believed to have been used by Jozef Gabčík during Operation Anthropoid.
The weapon has been refurbished and the skeleton pistol grip is a later addition.

Ron Clayton holding the Sten without its stock, just as Gabčík would have done in May 1942.
Cont. on page 5
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The rear end of the Sten without the stock
fitted.
The return spring cover can be seen protruding through the retaining cap.
The retaining cap is a bayonet type fixing.
Two small lugs locate into machined
grooves in the Sten’s body.

The retaining cap removed. One of the two
lugs is just about visible at the point of the
pencil.
The picture illustrates how small the lugs
actually are.

The probable end result of using the weapon
minus its stock.
Showing how the dislodged recoil spring, its
housing and the retaining cap would have
come out of the rear end of the gun.
Apparently photographs showing the gun in
this condition have been found in Gestapo
files.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY 2012

Once again the weather was fine for the annual Remembrance Day gathering at the Carpetbagger Memorial. More than sixty people attended the ceremony, held in bright sunshine, to pay their respects to all
the brave young men and women who have given their lives in the cause of freedom.
Each year more and more people attend this ceremony and so in addition to those from Harrington and
surrounding villages, there were friends from Northampton, Market Harborough and Fleckney in Leicestershire.
As no representative from any of the local churches could be found to conduct the service this year, the
service was secular. This arrangement met with the approval of all those in attendance and may well become a feature of future Remembrance Days.
A short address of commemoration was given by Ron Clarke and Fred West before the laying of wreaths
on the Carpetbagger Memorial. Wreaths were laid on behalf of the 801st/492nd Bombardment Group Association, Harrington Parish Council, and Harrington Aviation Museum. Members of the congregation then
laid their own tributes.
Unfortunately, Tom Reeves from Northamptonshire Aviation Society was unable to be with us as he is
not fully recovered from his recent motoring accident. We all wish him well and hope to see him next year.
At the close of the ceremony, guests were invited to go to the aviation museum where light refreshments
were served. At least half those who attended the service took advantage of this offer and the mornings
proceedings were concluded with a pleasant social gathering.
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A Mystery Tail
Submitted by Roy Tebbutt
Recently our librarian, Adrian Littlemore was,
searching the museum archives when he came
across a print out of a 2005 web page that
showed someone visiting the crash site of a Harrington B-24 Liberator on Plukketjernsasen
Mountain in Norway. This included a photograph
of part of the tail plane from the crashed aircraft – see the pictures below which formed part
of that web page. The pilot of the crashed aircraft
was 1st Lt William Howard Hudson.
As can be seen this tail plane wreckage has
the identification number 123674 very plainly
visible on the green paint. This would refer to the
plane being B-24 41-23674.
However from the crash records this plane that
crashed in Norway is identified as being B24D
42-40549 and not B24D 41-23674. So why the
apparent discrepancy?

Going through our archives we have discovered
that the pilot 1st Lt William H. Hudson took off
from Harrington at 00:31 hours on the 7th April
1945 in B-24D 42-40549, radio call sign Reachforth – Oboe, to carry out a mission in support of
the OSS Mission RYPE which included dropping 4
Norwegian Special Operations Group personnel
and supplies at DZ 468 which was in the Jevsjoen
Lake area northwest of Trondheim in Norway.
However the aircraft is understood to have
crashed during a blizzard into Mt Plukketjernsasen , south of Gressamoen in Norway at approximately 02:00 hours . An American OSS
NORSO detachment of para-ski-troops headed by
Major William E. Colby on Operation RYPE heard
the crash of the airplane on April 7 but it was April
29 before the crash site was located.
The bodies of the Hudson crew along with the
four members of the NORSO Group killed in the

crash were removed from the wreck, wrapped in parachutes and buried under a rock cairn approximately
200 yds. from the crashed plane. After a short ceremony the NORSO Group members who had been
previously dropped into the area by the Carpetbaggers on The 24th March 1945 fired three volleys over
the common grave and an American flag was placed
to mark the location. The bodies were recovered after
the war by the Norwegian Air Force and flown out by
seaplane from Lang Lake.
( See copies of the letters dated 30th April and 29th
June 1945 from Major Colby at the end of the article.)
Those killed in the crash were:
1st Lt William Howard Hudson USAAF - Pilot
F/O Arthur H. Barbknecht USAAF - Navigator
2nd Lt Richard A. Bosch USAAF - Bombardier
1st Lt Leon G. Dibble Jr USAAF - Co Pilot
Sgt Gilbert L. Magruder AM, USAAF - Radio Operator
Sgt Angelo Santini AM, USAAF - Flight Engineer
Sgt Fayette Shelledy AM, USAAF - Tail Gunner
Sgt Jack H. Spyker AM, USAAF - Gunner

T3 Robert N. Anderson NORSO
Cpl Knut J. Falck NORSO
T5 Bernard N. Iverson NORSO
1st Lt Blaine E. Jones, SC, NORSO

B-24DSA-1 CO 41-23674 was one of the original heavy daylight bombers flown to England by
93rd BG, 329th BS in September 1942. It was
named U S EXPRESS. On 15 November 1943 it
went to 1 BAD at Burtonwood, Lancashire, for modification to Carpetbagger configuration and
was received by 36th BS on 20 December 1943.
This plane was used extensively by the 801st/492nd
Bombardment Group for agent and supply drops, its
first operational mission from Harrington being on
the 1st May 1944. However it crashed and burned on
10 March 1945 at Harrington after the nose wheel
locked on landing. The plane was salvaged on 11
March 1945.
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NORSO Group members at the ceremony on Mt Plukketjernsasen firing a volley over
the rock cairn containing the bodies of those killed in the crash.
During a mission to Tablejam 31 in Denmark to
drop both personnel and supplies on the night of
26/27th March 1945 B24D 42-40549, piloted by 1st
Lt Donald F. Heran, was engaged by light flak
whilst flying at an altitude of 500 ft over northern
Denmark, one burst of this flak hit the left vertical
stabiliser on the tail of the aircraft but it safely returned to Harrington with no casualties. As the aircraft and Lt Heran then flew another operational
mission to drop an agent in Germany on the night
of the 31st March it is presumed that the damaged
tail plane was replaced with that which had been

salvaged from B-24D 41-23674 sometime during the
period of 27th – 30th March 1945.
The outside of the Carpetbagger aircraft would have
been painted black covering over any previous
paintwork. Over the last 60 years exposure to the
elements on the Norwegian mountain has eroded
the black paint away from the wreckage exposing
the previous paintwork on the tail plane including the
identification numbers 123674; the radio call sign
letter, possibly H or U; and the 93rd Bombardment
Group insignia of a blue B in a white disk
above them.

The photograph on the left shows a
B24 without its engines or tail plane
on the dispersal next to the Technical Site at Harrington. It is not known
when this photo was taken but it may
have been in 1945 and as such may
actually show our two aircraft together, with the cannibalised 4123674, minus its tail and engines at
the rear.

Continued on page 10
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Continued on page 12
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EDITORIAL
For once, I will spare you all the ‘gloom and doom’ that I usually write; after all, I am quite sure that you
are well aware of the state of the world and the antics of the double-dealing senior politicians who are supposed to run things for the benefit of us all.
The 2012 season has seen quite good attendances at the museum, this in spite of poor weather, the
economic situation, and the Olympic Games. The season ended with a hectic final week when we played
host to 90 children over three days from Rothwell Junior School and on the last day, Sunday 28 October,
we entertained the final War Weekend group of the season, from Travel Editions.
Once again the aged staff have coped very well with all the visitors, although Mrs Tebbutt was unwell for
almost a month after we closed. I’m pleased to report that she is now back to her usual cheery self and
was sparkling at the Annual Christmas Dinner.
As I don’t believe that the world will end on 22/12/2012 I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year.
Looking ahead to 2013, I must remind you that subscriptions to HAMS are due in January-February. Renewal form is attached.
FW.
The HAMS Christmas Dinner was held this year at the Bulls Head in the village of Arthingworth, about
three miles from Harrington. As can be seen from the photos (the ones in focus) it was very cosy and we
all had a really good time. Good food and very good company. Sorry if you missed it.

After the meal and after the raffle.

HARRINGTON AVIATION MUSEUMS
Off Lamport Road
Harrington
Northamptonshire
NN6 9PF

Phone: 01604 686608

Email: cbaggermuseum@aol.com

Vera, sparkling.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and
a Happy and Prosperous New Year
Wer’e on the Web!
www.
harringtonmuseum.
org.uk

The Harrington robin has his eye on you!
STOP PRESS. Today, Sunday 9 December, the death was announced of the astronomer Sir Patrick Moore. Patrick Moore, who was 89, is better known for his
TV series The Sky At Night that has been shown on BBC TV since 26 April 1957,
making it the longest running TV series in history with the same presenter. Sir Patrick made his last appearance on Monday 3 December.
What is not generally known is that Patrick Moore joined the RAF in WWII by
giving a false age, and at sixteen years old was a Navigator with Bomber Command.

